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Dear Friends,

Welcome to Pilgrimage, the closing
production of our Season of Solidarity!
In 2021, shortly after | joined Golden Thread,
Humaira Ghilzai reached out for coffee and
sisterhood. By the end of our conversation,
she mentioned a new play she was co-
writing with Bridgette Dutta Portman about
five Afghan women with a secret on a
pilgrimage to Mecca. | was immediately
hooked. Later that year, | invited them for a
development workshop at Golden Thread.
When we first heard Pilgrimage, it was only
one act, but audiences responded with such
excitement and insight that we knew this
story had to be supported.

In 2022, we featured Pilgrimage in our New
Threads reading series, with generously
subsidized rental support from Z Space.



Both companies fell in love with the piece
then, which was the seed for the
collaboration you see today. Supporting
this story from its earliest pages to this
world premiere has been deeply rewarding,
and bringing it to life with our friends at Z
Space makes the process even more
meaningful.

Pilgrimage embodies the courage of Afghan
women who are funny, fierce, and
unapologetically themselves, who live and
love on their own terms. At a time when
women in Afghanistan continue to face
severe restrictions on their freedom,
education, and self-expression, this play
reminds us that Afghan women are not
defined solely by their oppression, but by
their multitudes and complexities. It closes
our Season of Solidarity with a resounding
affirmation of resilience and sisterhood.
Thank you for joining us on this journey,
and for continuing to hold space for stories
that challenge and connect.

With gratitude and in solidarity,

Sahar Assaf, Golden Thread Productions



GOLDEN THRERD PRODUCTIONS’
STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY

Our 2025 Season aims to illuminate
the interconnectedness of our
struggles by amplifying Armenian,
Palestinian, and Afghan stories. We
recognize the recurring cycles of
violence that are perpetuated by
and resulting from systems of
colonialism and imperial power:
from the ongoing genocide,
dispossession, starvation
campaign, and ethnic cleansing in
Palestine, to the denial of the
Armenian Genocide, and the
continued oppression and silencing
of women in Afghanistan. It is our
duty as artists and global citizens
to learn from our histories, to tell
our stories, and to pass them on to
future generations. Our power lies
In our collective voice, In the bonds
we build, and in our solidarity.




Native Land

Z Space wishes to acknowledge
that we reside on the unceded land
of the Ramaytush Ohlone people.
As guests of this land, we recognize
that we have the privilege to live,
work, and create art here on their
traditional homeland. We express
gratitude to the traditional stewards
and storytellers of this land and
offer our respects to their elders
past, present, and future.




From 1 Spuce (o-lenders
Shafer Mazow + NikKi Menez

Z Space Is no stranger to the unique vision
and artistic strength of Golden Thread
Productions. Both of our organizations
share a long history of resource sharing and
camaraderie, evolving together through the
decades to impact and amplify a breadth of
storytelling in the Bay Area.

We're thrilled to continue and expand our
partnership with Golden Thread by co-
producing this moving story full of heart,
humor, and familial bonds. When
Pilgrimage graced our Z Below stage In
Golden Thread’s 2022 New Threads reading
series, It was



apparent that there was something bright
and fulfilling about seeing five women on a
journey together living and laughing loudly,
loving fully, and cracking open truths about
themselves in a world that could diminish
their light. This story is charged with
themes of faith, not only in religion, but in
family and sense of self and holds a candle
to both equally and without compromise.

It is no secret that the non-profit arts field is
In @ continuing crisis—with ongoing threats
to federal funding and free speech, seasons
being canceled, and theaters shuttering.
Authoritarian regimes encourage isolation
to keep us divided and weaken our
collective power. But we must remember:
we are stronger when we stand united. In
this co-production, we believe that the
story’s thematic pillar of coming together in
the face of adversity Is reflected in our
artistic partnership—we are joining forces
not only to survive our times as artists, but
to grow, thrive, and learn together for a
better future as a whole community.

In continued collaboration and with many
thanks,

s 27

Shafer Mazow, Executive Director
Nikki Menez, Curatorial Director
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From Pluywright
Humaira Ghilzo

Writing Pilgrimage has been a journey
that started during Covid when | was in
desperate need of connection and
collaboration. Bringing this story to life,
with my co-playwright Bridgette, at
Golden Thread Productions is a dream
realized for both of us.

At Its core, Pilgrimage explores the
complexity of family, identity, truth, and
our shared search for belonging. We've
set out to challenge Western narratives
by presenting powerful, nuanced, and
deeply human female Muslim characters
—far beyond the stereotypes so often
seen on stage and screen.




The deliberate dissonance between the
authentic teachings of Islam and some
characters’ interpretations reflects the
complexity of faith and spiritually, which
can be used to inspire goodness or
justify harm.

As an Afghan-American, | present this
play as homage to Afghan women,
whose lives under gender apartheid
showcase the devastating consequences
of weaponization of religion to oppress
half of a society.

Thank you Sahar Assaf for seeing the
significance of this play when we only
had Act 1 to share with you. We're
grateful to Golden Thread Productions
and Z Space for co-producing the world
premiere. We couldn't imagine a better

home and city for Pilgrimage to have Iits
debut.
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From Playwright
Bridgette Dutta Portman

| was excited and honored when
Humaira reached out to me during the
pandemic and proposed co-writing a
play inspired by her Umrah. Over the
following months, we developed a
productive and creative working
relationship in which we both brought
our talents, backgrounds, and life
experiences to bear on the evolving
script. Humaira has been a fantastic
writing partner, and her rich cultural
knowledge has given this script its heart.



Pilgrimage is a story about faith and
doubt, about truth and secrets, about the
quest for belonging and identity. It's a
story about women and their complex
relationships—as mothers and
daughters, as sisters, as friends. Above
all, it's a story about family, and | hope
that as you watch this story play out, you
will see yourself and your loved ones
reflected in these characters and their
strengths, flaws, and aspirations. Thank
you for joining us on this journey.

First table read of Pilgrimage at the Golden Thread Annex
— Photo by Wynne Chan, 2025




Words from Director
Michelle Talgurow

As a non-Muslim Asian female director,
approaching this material has been a
process of deep listening, rigorous
research, and profound respect. My role
has been to serve as a careful translator
and a champion for these remarkable
characters and with the help of the
amazing Salim Razawi, ensure that the
authenticity of their faith and culture is
upheld with integrity.

My perspective, however, finds common
ground in the shared experiences of
daughterhood, sisterhood, identity, and
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From Golden Thread's Artistic
Producer and Cultural Consultant
for Pilgrimage, Salim Razawi



Spacing rehearsal at Zspace. Featuring Nora el Samahy (Noor)
and the cast of Pilgrimage — Photo by Wynne Chan, 2025
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Spacing rehearsal at Zspace. Featuring (right to left): Isabel
Alamin (Sosan), Leda Rasooli (Maryam), Jeunée Simon (Fatima)
and the cast of Pilgrimage — Photo by Wynne Chan, 2025
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Rey terms

Afghan: A person of Afghan descent

Afghani: The monetary unit of Afghanistan

Dari: A dialect of the Farsi language spoken in
Afghanistan

Hadith: Sayings, actions, and approvals of the
Prophet Muhammad

Namaz: Muslim prayer, traditionally done five
times a day

Pilgrimage: Hajj Is a mandatory religious duty
for all adult Muslims who can physically and
financially make the journey at least once in
their lifetime as part of the five pillars of Islam

Taqsir: The act of cutting one's hair at the end
of pilgrimage, a symbolic act representing the
pilgrim’s commitment to Allah

Tawaf: The practice of encircling the Kaaba
seven times

Umrah: Translates to "to visit a populated
place" and is the non-mandatory lesser
pilgrimage made by Muslims to Mecca

Wal-lah: Translates to "l swear" in Arabic
Wuzu: The Islamic practice of washing specific

body parts in a particular order to achieve
ritual purity before prayer



On September 30, 2025 the Taliban
Imposed an internet blackout on
Afghanistan that has silenced women’s
voices even further. This action comes on
top of the already severe restrictions
against women leaving their homes,
working, or speaking in public, as well as a
divorce ban that entraps countless women
In abusive marriages. Female activists can
no longer share their resistance and abuse
with the world. Girls who were pursuing
education online, their only remaining link
to learning, can no longer access their
virtual classrooms.

Pilgrimage is, In many ways, an act of
resistance to that silencing. It's a
celebration of women’s voices and truths
reclaimed. Every performance is, In a
small way, a tribute to Afghan women's
courage.



If you'd like to find ways to help, please
get involved with and support these three
Important organizations:

ANYA i . - /.
The Kialod Hogreini Foundativn

The Khaled Hosseini Foundation is a
501(c)3 nonprofit that was started by
Khaled Hosseini, the award-winning
author of The Kite Runner in 2008. TKHF
funds grantees who provide humanitarian
relief and shelter to families, economic
opportunity for women, and healthcare
and education for children in Afghanistan.

www.khaledhosseinifoundation.org

Image courtesy of The Khaled Hosseini Foundation


https://www.khaledhosseinifoundation.org/

v WOMEN FOR
A AFGHAN WOMEN

Women for Afghan Women (WAW) is a
grassroots organization empowering
Afghan women and girls in both
Afghanistan and the U.S. to realize their full
potential and advocate for their rights,
while challenging societal norms to create
lasting change and advance gender
equality.

www.womenforafghanwomen.org
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In the face of adversity, Sahar Education
stands as one of the few remaining non-
profits and beacons of hope for women and
young girls in Afghanistan. As the Taliban's
reign threatens their futures, we remain
dedicated to providing grassroots,
underground education, empowering them
to dream, learn, and thrive. Join us In our
mission to support and uplift Afghan
women and girls. Your donation can make a
world of difference. Together, we can create
everlasting change that ripples for
generations.

www.sahareducation.org/who-we-are



https://womenforafghanwomen.org/
https://www.sahareducation.org/who-we-are
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Pilgrimage was first developed at Golden
Thread Productions in 2021 as part of the
company’'s Research and Development
Residencies. During that residency, the
playwrights workshopped the first act of
the play with dramaturg Kim Euell and
director Roneet Aliza Rahamim,
culminating in an informal reading for
friends of Golden Thread and of the
artists.

In August 2022, Pilgrimage received Its
first public staged reading as part of
Golden Thread’s New Threads Reading
Series at Z Below, directed by Aidaa
Peerzada and supported through Z
Space’s Subspace Program.



In April 2023, the playwrights were
Invited by Crowded Fire Theater for a
workshop and public reading as part of
the Matchbox Reading Series, directed by
Peter J. Kuo.

In November 2023, Pilgrimage was
presented in staged readings at Stanford
University and San José State University
through a collaboration between the two
universities and Golden Thread
Productions. The project was made
possible through a generous grant from
the College of Humanities & Arts’ Artistic
Excellence Programming Grants at San
José State University, with additional
support from Golden Thread Productions,
the Abbasi Program in Islamic Studies,
and the Department of Theatre and
Performance Studies at Stanford
University. The readings were directed by
Marina Johnson, produced by Karishma
Bhagani, with dramaturgical support
from Nabra Nelson and Noelle Gibbs,
and producing support from Matthew
Spangler and the Department of Film, |
Theatre, and Dance at SJSU. '







Playwrights: Humaira Ghilzai &
Bridgette Dutta Portman

Director: Michelle Talgarow
Associate Director, Dramaturg,
Cultural Consultant & Casting:
Salim Razawi

Scenic Designer: Mikiko Uesugi?
Light Designer: Ray Oppenheimer
Costume Designer: Fatima Yahyaa
Sound Designer: James ArdA
Properties Designer: Amy Benjamin
Dialect Coach: Humaira Ghilzai

Intimacy Coordinator: Bessie Zolnho



Production Manager: Sarah Phykitt
Stage Manager: Karen Runk*
Assistant Stage Manager:

Tina Mosier

Technical Director: Colm McNally
Master Electrician:

Mary Clare Blake-Booth

House Technician: Lance Mindell
Wardrobe/Backstage Crew:

Trinity Wicklund

Production Associate: Wendy Reyes

A\ United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829, IATSE, is a labor
union and professional association of Designers, Artists,
Craftspeople, and Department Coordinators, organized to
protect craft standards, working conditions and wages
for the entertainment and decorative arts industries.
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Tell us who you are and why you're here


https://forms.gle/vFZEXMZjxTuZ4eA99

Bridgette Dutta Portman is a playwright
and novelist based in the San Francisco
Bay Area. More than two dozen of her
plays have been produced locally,
nationally, and internationally. She is a
member of the Pear Theatre board of
directors, the Pear Playwrights' Guild, the
PlayGround SF writers pool and resident
playwrights' program, and the Dramatists'
Guild. She received the 2023 June Anne
Baker Prize from PlayGround, and has been
a finalist for the Bay Area Playwrights'
Festival, the Theatre Bay Area TITAN
award, the PlayPenn Conference, the
Kentucky Women'’s Theatre Conference
Prize for Women Writers, the New
Dramatists playwrights' residency, and
more. She holds an MFA in creative writing
(Spalding University, 2018) and teaches
composition and dramatic writing at UC
Berkeley's College Writing Programs.



Humaira Ghilzai is a writer, producer,
cultural dramaturg, and dialect coach. She
has worked on Broadway, the West End,
and with national and regional theaters.
Credits include Generative Cultural Advisor
and Dialect Coach for Matthew Spangler’s
The Kite Runner (World Premiere, UK Tour,
Broadway production, and U.S. tour) and
Cultural Advisor for Ursula Rani Sarma’s A
Thousand Splendid Suns (World Premiere
at A.C.T San Francisco and West Coast
tour). She also worked on the world
premiere of Sheila Silver's A Thousand
Splendid Suns Opera at Seattle Opera.
Additional theater credits include Blood
and Gifts by Tony-winner J.T. Rogers (La
Jolla Playhouse), Gabriel Jason Dean'’s
Heartland (rolling world premieres and off-
Broadway), Sylvia Khoury's Selling Kabul
(Seattle Rep, Northern Stage, Interact
Theatre, Signature Theatre), Kevin
Artigue’s The Most Dangerous Highway in
the World (Golden Thread Productions),
and Zealot (South Coast Repertory). Film &
TV credits include: Little America, Whiskey
Tango Foxtrot, Merry Friggin' Christmas,
and Away and Together.

Humaira is also a speaker and educator,
serving as a faculty member for The
Immigration Experience in California
Through Literature and History at San Jose
State University’s 2024/25 National
Endowment for the Humanities Summer
Institute. She serves on the Board of
Trustees for Golden Thread Productions.



Isabel Alamin (Sosan) is so thrilled to be a
part of Pilgrimage. Some favorite credits
include: How to Defend Yourself (Snails on a
Bike Productions), Antigone (Redtwist
Theatre), and independent feature film The
Becomers, as well as several projects in post-
production. Outside of acting, Isabel loves to
dance and is also a visual artist. She was
born and raised in the Bay Area, but now
lives and works (mostly) in Chicago. Much
love to the Pilgrimage team, and to Mom!

Nora el Samahy (Noor) is an Affiliated Artist
with Golden Thread Productions and a
company member of Campo Santo. She has
worked at Oregon Shakespeare Festival,
Portland Center Stage, Aurora Theatre,
Berkeley Repertory, Crowded Fire, Magic
Theatre, foolsFURY, A Traveling Jewish
Theatre, Theatre Rhinoceros, Shotgun
Players, San Francisco Shakespeare Festival,
African American Shakespeare Company,
among others. In 2013, Nora founded a
performance company called Affinity Project
with Atosa Babaoff, Beatrice Basso, and
Emily Hoffman. She currently serves on the
Board of Trustees for Golden Thread.




Fatemeh Mehraban (Maryam) is a queer
Iranian performing artist and environmental
scientist. She was most recently in A Distinct
Society (Weston Theatre Company), Working
for Crumbs (B Street Theatre New Comedies
Festival), Oriental (ReOrient: Golden Thread),
English (Capital Stage), and Georgiana &
Kitty (Capital Stage). Fatemeh divides her
time between Sacramento, the Bay Area, and
Los Angeles, where she works in theater,
film, and voiceover. What's important to her:
that her work combines her passion for
performance with her passion for advocacy!
Instagram: @fatemeow

Leda Rasooli (Nadia) is an Afghan-American
artist, based in California. She’s had the
privilege of participating in English (Capital
Stage), and is excited to continue her journey
with Golden Thread Productions!

Jeunée Simon (Fatima) (she/her) is a
bicoastal actor, director, and consent
educator. Recent acting credits include: Les
Blancs (Oakland Theater Project), The Ripple,
The Wave That Carried Me Home u/s (World
Premiere, Berkeley Repertory Theatre),
Intimate Apparel (Lorraine Hansberry
Theatre), La Ronde (Cutting Ball Theater),
Men On Boats u/s, performed* (American
Conservatory Theater)—as well as the one
person shows: Tasha (3Girls Theatre) and
Stoop Stories (Aurora Theatre Company).
Simon is a proud recipient of the 2017 RHE
Artistic Fellowship. jeuneesimon.com



http://www.jeuneesimon.com/

Michelle Talgarow (Director) (she/hers) is a
Kalmyk/Pinay performance maker in the Bay
Area for over 25 years. She's grateful and
honored to be working on her first
production with Golden Thread and with
these amazing group of artists. Her most
recent credits are directing SFBATCO's,
Cuckoo Edible Magic by Reed Flores,
Shotgun Player's production of Thirty-six by
Leah Nanako Winkler which won this year's
Will Glickman Award, and Bindlestiff Studio's
immersive rock production of Darkheart: A
Concert Narrative by Golda Sargento.
Michelle is a proud member of Shotgun
Players’ artistic company and is currently an
adjunct professor at University of San
Francisco.

Salim Razawi (Assistant Director, Dramaturg,
Cultural Consultant and Casting) is an Afghan
American Bay Area theater director, actor,
and casting director dedicated to uplifting
diverse voices and building collaborative
artistic communities. He is committed to
inspiring and creating opportunities for
fellow theater makers. With a background in
Theater Arts and international acclaim as a
competitive public speaker, Salim was last
seen at Marin Shakes as Sebastian in Twelfth
Night. His extensive experience includes
acting, casting, producing, consulting, and
directing throughout the Bay Area.
www.salimrazawi.com



http://www.salimrazawi.com/

Mikiko Uesugi (Scenic Designer) has
designed several productions for Golden
Thread Productions, including Drowning in
Cairo, Our Enemies, 444 Days, Language
Room, and Night Over Erzinga. Other theater
credits include Cuckoo Edible Magic and Sign
My Name to Freedom for San Francisco Bay
Area Theatre Company, The Strange Library,
Stories By Tobias Wolff, Immortal Heart, and
Four Adverbs for Word for Word, Fallen
Angels, Wives, The Children, Detroit, Our
Practical Heaven, Fat Pig, and Salome for
Aurora Theatre Company, Monument, or
Four Sisters (A Sloth Play), and A Common
Vision for Magic Theatre, Elevata, and Kill the
Debbie Downers! Kill Them! Kill Them! Kill
Them Off!, for Shotgun Players, and This
Lingering Life for Theater of Yugen. She has
also designed for Marin Theatre, Crowded
Fire, TheatreWorks, A.C.T. MFA Program,
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Chanticleer,
among others. She is a resident artist at
Golden Thread Productions, a recipient of SF
Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle awards, the
NEA/TCG Career Development Program for
Designers, and The Isadora Duncan Dance
Award.

Ray Oppenheimer (Lighting Designer) is a
San Francisco Bay Area based lighting
designer, educator, and creator who has
been bringing his boundless curiosity,
chimerical aesthetic, and Sisyphean
perseverance to lighting design and
education since 2005. He is excited to be
working with Golden Thread and Z Space on
Pilgrimage.



Fatima Yahyaa (Costume Designer)
(she/hers) is a filmmaker and artist from the
Bay Area, who is passionate about
spirituality and the subconscious. Fatima
grew up in Yemen, in the valley of Tarim,
where she discovered her interest in
storytelling. In addition to personal creative
goals, Fatima is eager about supporting
others in their work, and passing on the
knowledge to the next generation. She
recently started dabbling in theater as a
costume designer. Fatima has collaborated
on Collective Rage: A Play in Five Betties at
Shotgun Players, Azad, the Rabbit and the
Wolf at Golden Thread Productions, and Do
You Feel Anger? at Marin Theatre.

James Ard (Sound Designer) is a
noisemaker who specializes in new works,
live experiences, interactive media, and
iImmersive stage productions. His work
includes sound design for Golden Thread'’s
productions of The Return, The Most
Dangerous Highway in the World, Scenes
From 71%* Years, On The Periphery, and
various ReOrient short play festivals.
Nationally, his work has been featured in
collaborations with Under the Radar at The
Public Theater, Woolly Mammoth Theatre
Company, Guthrie Theater, American
Repertory Theater, Oregon Shakespeare
Festival, Ensemble Theatre Company, and
Portland Center Stage. Internationally, his
designs have appeared at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe and Sibiu International
Theatre Festival. In the San Francisco Bay
Area, he has collaborated with American




Conservatory Theater, TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, Aurora Theatre Company,
San Francisco Playhouse, Shotgun Players,
Cutting Ball Theater, CenterREP, and the
Joe Goode Performance Group. He has
taught, mentored, or collaborated with
students at institutions such as Stanford
University, UC Berkeley, Atlantic Theater
Company, and Saint Mary’s College of
California. Ard is a Resident Artist with
both Golden Thread and Crowded Fire
Theater, where he frequently contributes to
iInnovative and socially engaged
performances.

Amy Benjamin (Properties Designer) draws
from an extensive background in
multidisciplinary art to create theater
magic. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Design Studies from San Jose State
University and has been mentored in
scenic design by Nina Ball. She's most
recently designed properties for My Fair
Lady, The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night Time, and Fat Ham for San
Francisco Playhouse, along with Word for
Word’s adaptations of Annunciation and
The Strange Library.



Bessie Zolno (Intimacy Coordinator) is a
mental health-informed violence and
Intimacy choreographer and mental health
coordinator for theater and film. She
thoughtfully cultivates collaborative and
consent-driven environments, an approach
deeply rooted in her certification in Mental
Health Coordination (Association of Mental
Health Coordinators). Her expertise is
dedicated to facilitating the safe and
impactful execution of heightened moments
on stage and screen for performers of all
ages, across both professional productions
and educational settings. This fall, you can
see her work across the Bay Area in: The Art
of Murder (The Pear), Frankenstein (Theater
Lunatico), and The Addams Family ( Berkeley
Playhouse). For more information, please
visit: bessiezolno.com

Sarah Phykitt (Production Manager) (she/her)
has been managing productions around the
Bay Area for the past 17 years and is thrilled
to have made a permanent home at Z Space
as Associate Director of Technical &
Production. She has worked with a variety of
companies including A Traveling Jewish
Theatre, Custom Made Theatre Company,
American Conservatory Theater, Oasis SF,
and several others. Sarah also works as a
Scenic and Video designer and her work
could most recently been seen on Z Space's
Steindler Stage for The Day the Sky Turned
Orange.



Karen Runk (Stage Manager) moved to SF
with the intention of only staying for a few
months... Well nearly three decades later
she's still here! This is largely due to the
talented folks at the SF Mime Troupe, Word
for Word (where she recently became a Core
Company member!!!) and Golden Thread
Productions where she has been a Resident
Artist since 2018 (aka the before times) - but
mostly it's due to rent control! Runk has also
stage managed with the San Francisco Mime
Troupe, Word for Word, Magic Theatre,
SFShakes, Intersection for the Arts, and
African American Shakespeare Company.

Tina Mosier (Assistant Stage Manager) is
thrilled to join Golden Thread Productions for
this performance! She discovered her love
for working “behind the scenes” in theater
during her time at CSUEB. After a brief
hiatus, and a few refresher courses at Chabot
College, she returned to the world of live
performance. She previously was the
Assistant Stage Manager for Word for Word
productions of The Strange Library and
Annunciation.



Colm McNally (Technical Director) is an Irish
designer based in San Francisco. He is the
Director of Technical & Production at Z
Space, where his design credits include Rime
of the Ancient Mariner alongside Oliver di
Cicco; Baba: The Life and Death of Stana; and
Ripped. MFA from The Lir Academy, Trinity
College; Chief Electrician at Gate Theatre,
Dublin. New York credits include The Irish
Rep’s The Beacon; Outlying Islands (The
Connolly Theater; Samuel Beckett Theatre,
Dublin); and the inaugural production of Last
Night in Inwood by Alix Sobler (Signature
Theatre). His work has been described as
"exceptional use of space" — Irish Theatre
Magazine, "too beautiful" — The Irish Times,
"Draws patrons in...sensorially, almost
hypnotically" — SF Examiner, and “gives life
to everything” — Charles Passy.

Wendy Reyes (Production Associate)
(she/ella) is proudly from the city of St. Louis,
Missouri, Wendy is a Mexican-American
multimedia artist with a Bachelor's degree in
Media Studies from the University of San
Francisco. With her skills in video and audio
production, Wendy is passionate about
creating engaging stories that raise
awareness about social injustices while
promoting a healthier, more just path for
marginalized communities. Currently based
in the Bay Area, Wendy brings her technical
expertise to Golden Thread’s team,
contributing to the realization of their artistic
endeavors. Additionally, she is a participant
of KALW Public Media’s year-long Beat
Reporting Fellowship, further expanding her
impact within the realm of multimedia
storytelling.



Foundations
& Sponsors

Golden Thread and Z Space would like to thank the
California Arts Council, the Sam Mazza Foundation,
and the National Endowment for the Arts for their
support of Pilgrimage.

Additional support provided by the Fleishhacker
Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation, the San Francisco Arts Commission
and San Francisco Grants for the Arts.
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Special Thanks

We're proud to collaborate with community
partners and organizations that are actively
advocating for Afghani liberation and justice:
The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, Women for
Afghan Women (WAW), Sahar Education,
Afghan Bazaar, Ariana Sweets, and Aviva Arts.

Thank you to former Board Member May Allam
and current Board Member Nancy Chemaly for
championing this production and for opening
their homes to host fundraising gatherings in
support of Golden Thread.

The Playwrights would like to thank
Matthew Spangler
Omaira Faizyar

Arzo Mehdavi
Sepideh Khosrowjah

Hd

1.- - . 2
.I .-I q1I am

AR i g




GOLDEN
THREAD

PRODUCTIONS



https://goldenthread.org/
http://www.goldenthread.org/
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Hamid Dabashi, Professor, Iranian Studies &
Comparative Literature, Columbia University

Roberta Levitow, Co-Founder, Theatre Without
Borders

Sunaina Maira, Professor, Asian American Studies,
UC Davis

Ella Shohat, Professor, Art & Public Policy and
Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies, NYU Tisch School
of the Arts

Roberto Gutierrez Varea, Founding Faculty,
Performing Arts and Social Justice Program,
University of San Francisco

Naomi Wallace, Playwright and MacArthur Fellow

Heather Rastovac Akbarzadeh, Assistant Professor,
University of California, Riverside
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Z LEADERSHIP

Shafer Mazow
Executive Director

Nikki Menez

Curatorial Director

JoAnne Winter
Artistic Director - Word for Word

Vanessa Flores Chacko
Associate Artistic Director - Word for Word

Z STAFF

Hillary Bray

Director of Development

Andrew Burmester
Director of Marketing

Clara Fulks

Audience Experience Manager

Daniel Hall

Lead Production Technician

Neil Higgins

Business Manager

Gendell Hing-Hernandez
Director of Youth & Family Programming

Colm McNally

Director of Technical & Production

Lance Mindell
Lead Facilities Technician

Regina Morones
Youth Arts Program Manager



Z STAFF (continued)

Rebecca Pierce
Communications Manager

Amy Prosser
Director of Youth Arts

Sarah Phykitt

Associate Director of Technical & Production

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Laura Bergman

Meghan Croshy-Jolliffe

Shea Loewen Lazarow, Secretary
Peter Nachtrieb, President

Janice Sager, Treasurer

Dan Shuwarger

Gary Stanford Jr., Vice President




Golden Threuad
Productions Donors

We are privileged to recognize the generous
Iindividuals and institutions that support our

mission and make our programming possible.
(Combined gifts from 01/01/2024 through
10/14/2025)

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Golden Sponsor ($100,000 and ahove)
San Francisco Arts Commission
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Season Sponsor ($50,000 to $99,000)
San Francisco Grants for the Arts

Lead Sponsor ($25,000 to $49,000)
Sam Mazza Foundation

Walter & Elise Haas Fund
California Arts Council
Venturous Theatre Fund

Ranin Foundation




PRODUCER CIRCLE

Season Producer ($10,000 to $24,999)
Tracy Aanenson

John Atwood & Sofia Ahmad

Bob Miller & Jude Wilber

Theater League of Kansas City
National Endowment for the Arts

Executive Producer ($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous

May Allam

Nancy Chemaly

Nora el Samahy & Patrick Kaliski
Rita Hovakimian & Robert Weinberg
Murrey E. Nelson

Lead Producer ($2,500 to $4,999)
Mona Masri

I ERERVIWEL

Ziad Saba

Bothaina Salama

Babak Sani

Sophie Ziegler & Jonathan Schwartz



Associate Producer ($1,000 to $2,499)

Anonymous x6, Tom Bell & Nina Ghandi, Linda K.
Brewer Fund, Linda Chang & Emin Maltepe, Pam
Crisafulli Hommeyer in honor of The Entire Golden
Thread Community & the Powerful Stories they Tell,
Catherine El Samahy, Dina Ezzeddine, Hassan Fouda
In honor of Sahar Assaf & Golden Thread, Humaira
Ghilzai, Christine Hoang & Paul Nakada, Raymond
Kaliski & Carla Daro in honor of Nora El Samahy,
Elise Kazanjian, Edith Khachatourian, Bryan
Knauber, Tyler Miller, Duraid Musleh, NorCal
Sabeel, John O'Farrell & Gloria Principe, Pam &
Chris Rupright in honor of Humaira Ghilzai, Gabrielle
Saad

$500 to $999

Anonymous x4, Selma Abinader in memory of John
L. Herman, Ruth Alahydoian & Armen Sedrakian,
The Edward S. & Eleonore M. Aslanian Family

Foundation, Strumph Bergeron Fund, Anna & Amer
Budayr, Deni Chambers, Liana & Dan Crosby, Ron
Dudum, Amelia Gonzalez, Liz Hager, Alexa Hauser,
Judy Helfand, Theresa Kolish in honor of Humaira,
AMY MERRILL, Mr. & Mrs. Parish for "Pilgrimage”,
Vicki & Jim Penny, Vartan Shahijanian, Matthew
Spangler, Torange Yeghiazarian



$250 to $499

Anonymous, Kathleen Atwood, Basil Ayish, Kate Boyd,
Darryl Carbonaro, Nancy Chemaly, Levon Der Bedrossian,
Armen & Nelly Der Kiureghian, Rizvan Dhalla, Christina
Espinosa-Pieb, Janet M Harris, Zeina & Nabil Hissen,
Rebecca Kurland & Patrick Mason, Lila LaHood, Linda
Lucero/The Flow Fund in memory of José Guadalupe

Saucedo, Denise Mulle, Rebecca Novick, Haiganoush &
Barry Preisler, Jeffrey Prucher, Marjan Safa, Frances

Sanajuha & Pablo Blake, Maha Selim, Samantha Shieh,
Audrey Zakaria

$100 to $249

Anonymous x10, Sama Abu Ayyash, Deborah & Noor
Adabachi, Angelika Arutyunova, Sépidéh Asgari,
Athanasios Family, Francine M Austin, Lulu Azzghayer,
Mehdi Banijamaly, Valerie Barth, Beau Beausolell, Jeff
Becerra, Elizabeth Benedict, Carol Bisharat, Michael
Burgess, Abigail Caplin, Winnie Chu, JoAnn Consigliert,
Peter Cooch, Jeanette Cool, Catherine Coray, Ed Dilworth,
Suehyla El-Attar Young in memory of Drs. Mohamed &
Sanabel El-Attar, Al Elhaj, Soluna Espinosa Pieb, Nakissa
C. Etemad, Judi Ettlinger, R. Fiyouzat, Rima Fotoohi, Maya
Ghorayeb, Anne & Conn Hallinan in honor of Torange
Yeghezarian, Dina Hassanein, Rachel Hassas, Haleh
Hatami, Roula Jamhouri, Arzhang Kalbali, Mary
Kandalian-Aslanian, Celia Karian, Gaguik Khachatourian,
Mona Khalidi, Kasa Indian, Emily Klion in honor of the
children of Gaza, Hagop Koujakian, Vinod Kurupath,



Elizabeth Macken, Mariam Maghribi, Zahra Mahloudji &
Michael Goldbach, Tamar & Ken Mahru in honor of
Michelle Mulholland, Nadine Makki, Lynn Mari, Rosemary
Matossian, Sam Mogannam, Marjan Moinzadeh, Seth
Morrison, Marie Jose Moubarak in honor of Pilgrimage,
Therese Mughannam-Walrath, Nina Nahas, Richard &
Jane Nahass, Layal Nawfal, Julie Nichols, Oak Grove
Pharmacy, Doug Peckler & Evelyn Jean Pine, Andrew
Phillips, Paula Rainey, Linda Ray, Karen Runk, John

Ruskin, David Rutan, Shekufeh Samii, Jack Saroyan, Dina
Selim, Sanjit Sengupta, Sheila Silver, Thelma Tajirian,
Sonia Tajirian, Patricia & William Thompson, Ruby & Alan
Unger, Stephanie & Ben Upp & Corson, Muneer Waheed,
Bella Warda, Mark Westerhout, Jennifer Dorr White &
John C. Eisner, Azin Wilcox, Joanne Winship, Azar Zavvar
& Josh H. Oliver, Zeina Zayour

$99 & under

Anonymous x18, ElImaz Abinader on behalf of Palestine, Mitra
Akhtari, Basel Al-Naffouri, Adel Ammar, Adam Ashraf Elsayigh,
Andrea Assaf, Heather Babbott, Soheila BANA, Andrea BdIP &
Frans V. in memory of Ms. Sahila Halibi, Maria Bastias, Dabdoub
Batbout, Steve Baum, Janelle & Joe Becerra, Sally Beck, Ruth
Berggren, Anna Bigelow, Renaldo Billingslea, Jessica Bird Beza,
Martha Bisharat, Virginia BLANCO, Tom Bleecker, Robert Blink,
Meg Bowerman, K Bruks, Phyllida Burlingame, Steven Burrke,
Lizzie Calogero, Claudia Campos, Sheila Carrillo, Adrienne
Caselli, Elizabeth Casey, Yolanda Catzaoco, Rosa Contreras,
Laurie Coyle, Maxe Crandall, Ardavan & Helen Davaran,



Christyne Davidian, Ramsey Demeter, Andrew Deng, Neal &
Paula Devitt in honor of Sheila Devitt, Glynn Durham, Lama El
Halabi, Annie Elias & David Sinaiko, Rebecca Engle, Renee
Enteen, Tim Ereneta, Jackie Espinosa, Diana Fakhoury, Mani
Farhadi, Heidi Feldman, Beth Foley, Beth Frankland, George
Freeborn, David Fry, Paula Gani, Mama Ganuush, Cassandra
Garcia, Rachel Garlin, Rima Ghannam, linda giron, Michaela S.
Goldhaber, Ali Goodley-Espinosa, Hollis Greenwood, Toni Guidry,
Andrew Gutierrez, Margo Hall in memory of Martha Hall-Harris,
Susan Hamilton, Margaret Hart, Andrew Hatch, Larry Hendel,
Gina Hernandez, John Higgins, Sharmon Hilfinger, Chandler
Hoffman, Armineh Hovanesian in honor of Termeh Yeghiazarian,
Josh Icban, Babak Sani in honor of , John Jimenez, Kieana
Jolael, Nada Kaissi, Ramona Kavianian, Mahtaj Khamneian,
Komal Khan, Nathalie Khankan, Norma Khayat, Anne Kist, Anne
Yumi Kobori, Kay Koh, Deborah Krant, Elaine Lai, James Latus,
Steve Leeds, Karen Levine, Sitara Lones, Kathleen Lussier-West,
Aida Marchi, Andrew Maurer, Marita Mayer, Julie McCormick in
honor of Michelle Mulholland, Ryan Mcdaniel, Gabrielle
McKayle, Christina Min, May Mohamed, Noreen Morris on
behalf of Humaira Ghilzai, Nyla Moujaes, Elham Mudawar, Amy
Mueller, Dia Mundle, Shahrzad Nouraini, Patrick Oltraver, Rana
Orangi, S Smith Patrick, ALYCIA Peters, Henri Picciotto, Lesley
Pierce, Allan Pleaner, Jack & Jessica Powell, Lawrence
Radecker, Leslie Radin & Nic Leo, Abeer Rafidi, Azad Rayyes in
memory of Laila Rayyes, Margarite Reynolds, Sandra Ried,
Nelson Rivera, Keiliki Rodriguez, Alice Rogoff, Nora Roman,
Justine Rutigliano, Courtney Sanford, Mohammad Sati, Mary
Schattenberg, Elizabeth Scott, Carole Seligman, Cindy Shamban,
Niku Sharei, Afra Shekarloo, Michelle Shonk, Heba Shoukry,
Jeunee Simon, Surveen Singh, Leah Sirkin, Lindsay Sporleder,
Susan Stein, Steve Susoyev, Adam Sussman, Keith Swaback,



Robynn Takayama, Lisa Tateosian, Mohamed Tawfik, Jean
Tepperman, Colin Thomson & Karen Thomson Hall, Hazel Uber
Kellogg, Brandon Udelhofen, Roberto Varea, Jay Verkler, Daniel
Vrooman, Kim Waldron, Annie Wang, Russell Ward, Allyson
Washburn, David Welsh, Tammey Welty, Rose Wendling, Eric
Whittington, Daniel Wilson & Jacob Mans, JoAnne Winter &
Adrian Elfenbaum, Christy Wise, Rebekah Wolman, Lois Yuen,
\

hal Zahran, Zuriani Zonneveld, Mirtam Zouzounis

Thank you to the following for their In-Kind support:
Linda Chang & Emin Maltepe

Pam Hommeyer

Murrey E. Nelson

VERRAREINELY,

May Allam

Humaira Ghilzai

vinography.com

We strive for accurate donor listings. If you have a
correction or questions, or would like to find out more
about ways to support Golden Thread Productions, please
contact Soluna Espinosa Pieb at soluna@goldenthread.org



THANRK YOU 10 Z SPACE’S
DONORS & SPONSORS

Z Space is so grateful to our donors who
have made gifts of all sizes. Thanks to
your generosity, we continue to work
towards our mission of empowering
artistic risk, collaboration, and
camaraderie amongst artists, audience,
and community in the service of creating,
developing, and presenting new work.
We are honored to list the donors below
who have contributed $100 or more from
September 1, 2024 through September 10,
2025.

Executive Producer - $20,000+

Anonymous
Linda K. Brewer Fund



Producer - $10,000 - $19,999

Jonathan Axelrad

Bruce Colman

Frances Hellman & Warren Breslau
Kenneth D. Love

Wendy vanden Heuvel & Bradley Coley
Toni K. Weingarten Fund

Associate Producer - $5,000 - $9.999

Emmett & Laura Bergman

Jennifer Braun & Raymond J. Ryan
Mary Burns

Andrew & Eileen Fisher Family Trust Fund
Betty Hoener

Marymor Family Fund

Gail Sinquefield

Harold Wyman Foundation




Game Changer - $2,500 - $4,999

Martin Chai & Gray Clossman

Carol Doup Muller & Richard Muller
Daniel Handler

Susan Harloe

Shea Loewen Lazarow & Alexandre
Lazarow

Craig & Kathy Moody

Alex Ryan Randall

Thomas & Virginia Steuber

Bob & Lynne Zolli




Partner - $1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous | Ebby & Omita Abraham | Sheila
Balter | Rosenkrantz Bluestone Family Fund |
Neil Bray in memory of Cristine V. Bray |
Brian Byrne & Beth Lapachet | Ron Clyman
& Francoise Mauray | Ruth Cox & Milton
Chen | Brad Crowell & Gary Koehler | Luise
Custer | Drusie Davis | Leslie & Charlie
Dicke| Scott Gable & Patti Kim-Gable | Ellen
Geohegan | Alex Gutow | Lara & Matt
Hitchcock | Lorraine & Victor Honig Fund For
Social Change | Richard & Terry Horrigan |
Amy Hosa & Chris Jannini | Ranjie Long |
Karen Mah-Hing | Laura Marlin | Karen
Ottemann & Evelyn Strauss | Tina Pastelero |
Henry Pedersen & Renate Slucka | Ute R.
Rieleford | Jay & Elise Rossiter | John Ruskin
| Greg Sarris | Lisa Steindler & Lou Helmuth |
Susanne L. Stevens | Bill Tiedeman LCSW |
Tyler Walker & Cedric Wilson | Margaret A.
Wallace & Stacy L. Mathies | Karen Rhodes
& Robert Weiner | Ronald Whittier Family
Foundation | JoAnne Winter & Adrian
Elfenbaum




Collaborator - $500 - $999

Anonymous (4) | Gretchen Brosius | Melissa
Cashion | Sophie & John Cate & Jeanne
Myerson | Patricia Contaxis & Lisa Guerin |
Culture Connects Us | David Donovan & Tina
Rutsch | Mary Durbin | Elizabeth Gelwicks
Dietsch |Katharine Gilmartin | Ray Glickman
& Kathy Mattes in memory of Brett Glickman
| Anne Hallinan | Sharmon Hilfinger & Luis
Trabb Pardo | Svilen Karaivanov | Judy &
Steven Kazan | Barbara & Douglas Konecky |
Suzanne Lampert | Karen Larsen | Sukey
Lilienthal & David Roe | Susan Little | Peter
Nachtrieb | Morris Noble | Harmony Palmer |
Linda Preuss in honor of Sheila Balter | Julie
Richter | Bunnie & Jerome Sachs Family
Foundation | Janice E. Sager | Carol Savary
& George Koster | David A. Shapiro, MD &
Sharon L. Wheatley | Dan Shuwarger | Rohit
Suvarna | Joseph Todaro | Jim & Karen
Wagstaffe | lan Watson-Jones | Jeff &
Meredith Watts | Arthur & Charlotte Zitrin
Foundation



Visionary - $250 - $499

Anonymous (3) | Jennifer Brokaw | Donna
Brorby | Glynn & Richard Butterfield | Len
Christensen | Cassie Coggeshall | Philip
Crawford | Meghan Crosby-Jolliffe | Alison
Crowe in memory of George & Ann Crowe |
Paul Fogel & Ventura Chalom | John Fox |
Lyssa Friedman & Daphne Stuart in memory
of Jeri Lynn Cohen | Judith Guerriero | Paul
Heller & Helen Goldsmith | Linda Higgins |
Xanthe & Jim Hopp | G. Jone | Abbe Kalos |
Alison Kenny-Gardhouse | Joan Kung-Levy &
Howard Levy | Alice LaRocca | Jo Lasater |
The Maarritones | Everett & Julia Moore in
honor of their son, David Everett Moore |
Robert Morgan | Brian Mott | Mark Nelson |
Murrey E. Nelson | Janine Paver & Eric
Brown | Robert W. Popper, M.D. | Stuart &
Grace Ruth | Jay Schaefer | Marci Seville
Gae Shulman | Karen Slater | Janette Smith |
Laura Stefanski | Marc Vogl & Megara Vog|
in honor of Peter Nachtrieb | Sarah Wilson |
Winelander Fund




Supporter - $100 - $249

Anonymous (16) | Allison Arieff | Francine Austin |
Lisa Avallone | Marilyn Bancel | Karen D. Benson |
Carol Blanton | Leigh Blicher | Emeline Brule |
Ninive Calegari | Linda Carson | Noopur Chhabra |
Dain Clarkin | Michele Cobble | Judith Cohen &
Malcolm Gissen | Jeanette R. Cool & Georges S.
Lammam | Kim & Ted Cordano | Karen & David
Crommie | Nicholas Da Silva | Kenneth Danko &
Loren Nordlund | Ed Decker | Jean & George
Dowdall | Nanette Duffy | Jeannie Duisenberg |
Jason Eagan | Michael Enright | Roberta & David
Eshelman | William F. Falls | Krystyna Finlayson |
Leslie Finlev | The Flow Fund | Charles Forrester |
Carol Fregly in memory of Jeri Lynn Cohen |
Barbara Gersh | Humaira Ghilzai | Seth Gilmore |
Julia Gorka | Joyce & Doug Grandy | Richard &
Gretchen Grant | Elaine Hahn | Chris Hammer |
Charlton Holland | Noah Holmes | Lola Hottensen |
Jan Hunter | Beth Hutchins & Pete Skeggs | Anna
Isaac | Chana Jacobs | Andrea Jepson | Elizabeth
C. Johnson | Robert Kaiser | Stephen Kaufman in
memory of Margel Foote Kaufman | Martha &
Michael Kessler | Joanne Koltnow | Nancy Kux |
Suzanne LaFetra | Stephanie Leider |




Supporter - $100 - $249 (continued)

Mark Lipman & Helen Cohen | Ann Marie
Lonsdale | Gail MacGowan | Elizabeth Macken |
Pam MacKinnon | Elizabeth Macleod | Mark
Marino | Shafer Mazow | Mary Margaret
McClure | Maudie McCormick | Blaise Mefnez |
Ellen Moore | Miriam Morgan | Lesbhia M.
Morones | Cathleen O'Brien | Evren Odcikin &
King Choi | Sam Orr | Michael Palladino | Abby
Pafiares & Andy Chan Donald | Wendy
Parkman | CJ Perry | Minna Pinger in honor of
Lila Blue | Amy Prosser | Alice Rogers | Karen
Runk | Ted Russell | Stuart & Grace Ruth | Ed &
Diane Ryken in honor of Jessie Wong | Anne
Scalmanini | Robbi Schear & Michael Goloff |
Stephen Sagar & Susan Semonoff | Elizabeth
M. Simpson | Barbara Slotnik | Gloria Sparrow |
Suzanne Stassevitch | Rabbi Howard M.
Steiermann | Gretchen & Grover Stone | Erin
Mei-Ling Stuart | Joan Sullivan | Gilda & Daniel
Sullivan | Emily True | Lorri Ungaretti | Cornelis
van Aalst & Jeffrey Robinson | Elizabeth
Varnhagen | Swapna Venkateswaran | Moya
Verzhbinsky | Nicholas Wellington & Lee
Safran | Dennis Yen | Victoria Zaroff




A special thanks to our Friends of Z

who contribute under $100 annually AND
make up the largest segment (70%) of our
donor family. There truly i1s no gift too
small and every bit helps to empower

artistic risk and keep our mission alive.
THANK YOU!

CORPORATE MATCHES

Apple

Atlassian

Google

Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation
Netflix

The Omidyar Group

PayPal Giving Fund

Prudential

TCWGlobal



IN-KIND DONORS

BELdesigns

Philip Crawford

Dynamo Donut & Coffee
Extreme Pizza

Jizake Quest

Lagunitas Brewing
Magic Donuts & Coffee
Strong Brew Productions

Institutional Support

Arts for Oakland Kids

The Sheri & Les Biller Family Foundation
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
Gerbode Foundation

Hellman Foundation Fund

William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
Sam Mazza Foundation

Kenneth Ranin Foundation

San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Society for Community Work
Zellerbach Family Fund



€ +spPacE



